
 

  

Aviation/Aerospace Bibliography 

This is not an exhaustive listing by any means, but here are a few reference titles you may find 

interesting. Check back often, because we are adding new ones frequently. If you know of any 

books that you think ought to be here, let us know. We are not endorsing any of these books by 

placing them here, just providing a convenient list of popular titles for your education and 

enjoyment. 

  

| General Histories | Early Years | World War I | World War II | Korean War | Vietnam | Cold 

War | Space | Kids' Books |  

  

 

General Histories 

Alison, Tom, and Dana Bell, eds. At the Controls: The Smithsonian National Air and Space 

Museum Book of Cockpits. 

Bowman, Martin W. The USAF at War: From Pearl Harbor to the Present Day. 

Boyne, Walter J. Beyond the Wild Blue: A History of the United States Air Force, 1947-1997. 

Briggs, Carol S. At the Controls: Women in Aviation. 

Brown, Squire L. A Genesis Workshop: Five Generations of Engineering Enterprise from the 

Birthplace of Aviation. 

Buck, Rinker. Flight of Passage: A Memoir. 
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Cantwell, Gerald T. Citizen Airmen: A History of the Air Force Reserve, 1946-1994. 

Clancy, Tom, with Chuck Horner. Every Man a Tiger. 

Coram, Robert. Boyd: The Fighter Pilot Who Changed the Art of War. 

Daso, Dik Alan. Hap Arnold and the Evolution of American Airpower. 

________. Architects of American Airpower: General Hap Arnold and Dr. Theodore von 

Karman. 

Fay, John. The Helicopter: History, Piloting and How It Flies. 

Glines, Carroll V. Round the World Flights. 

Hardesty, Von, and Dominick Pisano. Black Wings: The American Black in Aviation. 

Haynsworth, Leslie, and David Toomey. Amelia Earhart's Daughters: The Wild and Glorious 

Story of American Women Aviators from World War II to the Dawn of the Space Age. 

Holden, Henry M., with Captain Lori Griffith. Ladybirds: The Untold Story of Women Pilots in 

America. 

Hoover, Robert A., with Mark Shaw. Forever Flying: Fifty Years of High-Flying Adventures, 

from Barnstorming in Prop Planes to Dogfighting Germans to Testing Supersonic Jets. 

Infield, Glenn B. Unarmed and Unafraid: The First Complete History of the Men, Missions, 

Training, and Techniques of Aerial Reconnaissance. 

Josephy, Alvin M., Jr., ed. The American Heritage History of Flight. 

Knotts, C.A., and Pete Moore. Diamond in the Sky: A Pictorial History of the United States Air 

Force Thunderbirds. 

Lambeth, Benjamin S. The Transformation of American Air Power. 

Mason, Herbert Molloy, Jr. The United States Air Force: A Turbulent History. 

McCarthy, James P. The Air Force. 

McClendon, R. Earl. Autonomy of the Air Arm. 

Moody, Walton S. Building a Strategic Air Force. 

Nalty, Bernard C. Winged Shield, Winged Sword: A History of the USAF. 



Phillips, Edward H. Piper: A Legend Aloft. 

Rich, Ben R., and Leo Janos. Skunk Works. 

Shiel, Walt. Cessna Warbirds: A Detailed and Personal History of Cessna's Involvement in the 

Armed Forces. 

Spick, Mike. Milestones of Manned Flight: The Ages of Flight from the Wright Brothers to 

Stealth Technology. 

Sweetman, Bill. High Speed Flight. 

Taylor, John W. R., ed. Combat Aircraft of the World. 

Wolk, Herman S. The Struggle for Air Force Independence, 1943-1947. 
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Early Years 

Berg, A. Scott. Lindbergh. 

Billberg, Rudy, and Jim Rearden. In the Shadow of Eagles: From Barnstormer to Alaska Bush 

Pilot, A Flyer's Story. 

Bragg, Janet Harmon, and Marjorie M. Kriz. Soaring Above Setbacks: The Autobiography of 

Janet Harmon Bragg, African American Aviator. 

Brink, Randall. Lost Star: The Search for Amelia Earhart. 

Cameron, Rebecca Hancock. Training to Fly: Military Flight Training, 1907-1945. 

Crouch, Tom D. The Bishop's Boys: A Life of Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

_________. A Dream of Wings: Americans and the Airplane, 1875-1905. 

Culick, Fred E. C., and Spencer Dunmore. On Great White Wings: The Wright Brothers and the 

Race for Flight. 

Cummins, Julie. Tomboy of the Air: Daredevil Pilot Blanche Stuart Scott. 

Hallion, Richard P., ed. The Wright Brothers: Heirs of Prometheus. 
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Howard, Fred. Wilbur and Orville: A Biography of the Wright Brothers. 

Kelly, Fred C., ed. Miracle at Kitty Hawk: The Letters of Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

_________. The Wright Brothers: A Biography. 

Lovell, Mary S. Straight On Till Morning: The Biography of Beryl Markham. 

Markham, Beryl. West With the Night. 

Oakes, Claudia M. United States Women in Aviation Through World War I. 

Oppel, Frank, ed. Early Flight: From Balloons to Biplanes. 

Rich, Doris L. Queen Bess: Daredevil Aviator. 

Schultz, Barbara Hunter. Pancho: The Biography of Florence Lowe Barnes. 

Shulman, Seth. Unlocking the Sky: Glenn Hammond Curtiss and the Race to Invent the 

Airplane. 

Simmons, Thomas E. The Brown Condor: The True Adventures of John C. Robinson. 

Stoff, Joshua. Picture History of Early Aviation, 1903-1913. 

White, Robert P. Mason Patrick and the Fight for Air Service Independence. 

Wright, Orville, and Fred C. Kelly. How We Invented the Airplane: An Illustrated History. 
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World War I 

Clark, Alan. Aces High: The War in the Air Over the Western Front, 1914-1918. 

Fitzsimons, Bernard, ed. Warplanes and Air Battles of World War I. 

Libby, Frederick. Horses Don't Fly. 

Lloyd, Craig. Eugene Bullard: Black Expatriate in Jazz-Age Paris. 

Rickenbacker, Edward V. Rickenbacker. 
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Treadwell, Terry C., and Alan C. Wood. The First Air War: A Pictorial History, 1914-1919. 
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World War II 

Ambrose, Stephen E. The Wild Blue: The Men and Boys Who Flew the B-24s Over Germany. 

Beck, Alfred M., ed. With Courage: The U.S. Army Air Forces in World War II. 

Childers, Thomas. Wings of Morning: The Story of the Last American Bomber Shot Down Over 

Germany in World War II. 

Cloe, John Haile. The Aleutian Warriors: A History of the 11th Air Force & Fleet Air Wing 4. 

Cochran, Jacquelin, with Floyd Odlum. The Stars at Noon. 

Cohen, Stan. The Forgotten War: A Pictorial History of World War II in Alaska and 

Northwestern Canada. (Two volumes) 

Cooper, Charlie and Ann. Tuskegee's Heroes. 

Curtis, Lettice. The Forgotten Pilots: A Story of the Air Transport Auxiliary, 1939-1945. 

Dillon, Neal B. A Dying Breed: The Courage of the Mighty Eighth Air Force. 

Edmonds, Walter D. They Fought With What They Had: The Story of the Army Air Forces in 

the Southwest Pacific, 1941-1942. 

Francis, Charles E. The Tuskegee Airmen. 

Glines, Carroll V. Chennault's Forgotten Warriors: The Saga of the 308th Bomb Group in China. 

_________. Four Came Home: The Gripping Story of the Survivors of Jimmy Doolittle's Two 

Lost Crews. 

Goldstein, Donald M., and Katherine V. Dillon. The Williwaw War: The Arkansas National 

Guard in the Aleutians in World War II. 

Hodgson, Marion Stegeman. Winning My Wings: A Woman Airforce Service Pilot in World 

War II. 
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Myles, Bruce. Night Witches: The Amazing Story of Russia's Women Pilots in World War II. 

Perret, Geoffrey. Winged Victory: The Army Air Forces in World War II. 

Serling, Robert J. When the Airlines Went to War. 

Simbeck, Rob. Daughter of the Air: The Brief Soaring Life of Cornelia Fort. 

Tunner, William H. Over the Hump. 

Williams, Vera S. WASPs: Women Airforce Service Pilots of World War II. 
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Korean War 

Bruning, John R. Crimson Sky: The Air Battle for Korea. 

Chancey, Jennie E., and William R. Fortschen, eds. Hot Shots: America's First Jet Aces. 

Crane, Conrad C. American Airpower Strategy in Korea, 1950-1953. 

Dorr, Robert F., Jon Lake, and Warren E. Thompson. Korean War Aces. 

Dorr, Robert, and Warren Thompson. Sabre vs. Mig: The Korean Air War. 

Foster, Cecil G. Mig Alley to Mu Ghia Pass: Memoirs of a Korean War Ace. 

Jackson, Robert. Air War Korea, 1950-1953. 

Kirkland, Richard C. Tales of a War Pilot. 

McClaren, David R. Mustangs Over Korea: The North American F-51 at War, 1950-1953. 

Michener, James A. The Bridges at Toko-Ri. 

O'Rourke, G. G., and E. T. Wooldridge. Night Fighters Over Korea. 

Salter, James. The Hunters. 

Sherwood, John Darrell. Officers in Flight Suits: The Story of American Air Force Fighter Pilots 

in the Korean War. 
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Tooker, D. K. Second-Luckiest Pilot. 

Zhang, Xiaoming. Red Wings Over the Yalu: China, the Soviet Union, and the Air War in 

Korea. 
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Vietnam War 

Bowman, John S., ed. The Vietnam War: An Almanac. 

Broughton, Jack. Going Downtown. 

_________. Thud Ridge. 

Castle, Timothy N. One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam. 

Chesley, Larry. Seven Years in Hanoi: A POW Tells His Story. 

Hirsch, James S. Two Souls Indivisible: The Friendship That Saved Two POWs in Vietnam. 

Sherwood, John Darrell. Fast Movers: Jet Pilots and the Vietnam Experience. 

Thompson, Wayne. To Hanoi and Back: The USAF and North Vietnam, 1966-1973. 

Trotti, John. Phantom Over Vietnam: Fighter Pilot, USMC. 

Van Staaveren, Jacob. Gradual Failure: The Air War Over North Vietnam, 1965-1966. 

Yarborough, Thomas R. Da Nang Diary: A Forward Air Controller's Gunsight View of Combat 

in Vietnam. 
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Cold War 

Anderegg, Clarence R. Sierra Hotel: Flying Air Force Fighters in the Decade After Vietnam. 
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Gaddis, John Lewis. The Cold War: A New History. 

Halvorsen, Gail S. The Berlin Candy Bomber. 

Powers, Francis Gary. Operation Overflight: The U-2 Pilot Tells His Story for the First Time. 

Shul, Brian. Sled Driver. 

Shul, Brian, and Walter Watson, Jr. The Untouchables. 

Walker, Martin. The Cold War: A History.  
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Space 

Ackmann, Martha. The Mercury 13: The Untold Story of Thirteen American Women and the 

Dream of Space Flight. 

Armstrong, Neil, Michael Collins, and Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr. First on the Moon. 

Barbour, John. Footprints on the Moon. 

Brooks, Courtney G., James M. Grimwood, and Loyd S. Swenson, Jr. Chariots for Apollo: A 

History of Manned Lunar Spacecraft. 

Cooper, Gordon, with Bruce Henderson. Leap of Faith: An Astronaut's Journey Into the 

Unknown. 

Couper, Heather. Space: The Final Frontier. 

Crouch, Tom D. Aiming for the Stars: The Dreamers and Doers of the Space Age. 

DeWaard, E. John and Nancy. History of NASA: America's Voyage to the Stars. 

Hall, R. Cargill, and Jacob Neufeld, eds. The U.S. Air Force in Space, 1945 to the Twenty-first 

Century. 

Haskins, Jim, and Kathleen Benson. Space Challenger: The Story of Guion Bluford. 

Kevles, Bettyann Holtzmann. Almost Heaven: The Story of Women in Space. 
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Kranz, Gene. Failure is Not an Option. 

Ryan, Craig. Magnificent Failure: Free Fall from the Edge of Space. 

Slayton, Donald K. Deke: U.S. Manned Space From Mercury to the Shuttle. 

Von Braun, Werner, and Frederick I. Ordway III. History of Rocketry and Space Travel. 

Weitekamp, Margaret A. Right Stuff, Wrong Sex: America's First Women in Space Program. 
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Kids' Books 

Bingham, Caroline. Big Book of Airplanes. 

Brown, Don. Ruth Law Thrills a Nation. 

Brown, Don. One Giant Leap: The Story of Neil Armstrong. 

Brown, Marc. Wings on Things. 

Calhoun, Mary. Hot Air Henry. 

Duchess of York. Budgie, The Little Helicopter. 

Dunham, Montrew. Neil Armstrong. 

Dunmore, Helen. Amina's Blanket. 

Evans, David, and Adele D'Arcy. Fishing for Angels: The Magic of Kites. 

Gaffney, Timothy. Grandpa Takes Me to the Moon. 

Gormley, Beatrice. Young Aviator Amelia Earhart. 

Hart, Philip S. Flying Free: America's First Black Aviators. 

James, Mark S., and Harold Smelcer. Christopher's Little Airplane. 

Jennings, Terry, and Ian Graham. Planes, Gliders, Helicopters and Other Flying Machines: How 

They Work. 
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Lauw, Darlene, and Lim Cheng Puay. Science Alive Series. 

Provensen, Alice and Martin. The Glorious Flight. 

Stevenson, Augusta. Wilbur and Orville Wright. 

Wunsch, Susi Trautmann. The Adventures of Sojourner Wunsch. 

Yolen, Jane. The Emperor and the Kite. 
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